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When it was first published in French in 1980, The Ordinary Man of Cinema signaled a shift from the French
film criticism of the 1960s to a new breed of film philosophy that disregarded the semiotics and post-
structuralism of the preceding decades. Schefer describes the schizophrenic subjectivity the cinema offers us:
the film as a work projected without memory, viewed by (and thereby lived by) a subject scarred and shaped
by memory. The Ordinary Man of Cinema delineates the phenomenology of movie-going and the fleeting,
impalpable zone in which an individual's personal memory confronts the cinema's ideological images to
create a new way of thinking.

It is also a book replete with mummies and vampires, tyrants and prostitutes, murderers and freaks -- figures
that are fundamental to Schefer's conception of the cinema, because the worlds that cinema traverses (our
worlds, interior and exterior) are worlds of pain, unconscious desire, decay, repressed violence, and the
endless mystery of the body. Fear and pleasure breed monsters, and such are what Schefer's emblematic
"ordinary man" seeks and encounters when engaging in the disordering of the ordinary that the movie theater
offers him. Among other things, Schefer considers "The Gods" in 31 brief essays on film stills and "The
Criminal Life" with reflections on spectatorship and autobiography.

While Schefer's book has long been standard reading in French film scholarship, until now it has been
something of a missing link to the field (and more broadly, French theory) in English. It is one of the
building blocks of more widely known and read translations of Gilles Deleuze (who cited this book as an
influence on his own cinema books) and Jacques Rancière.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

Here thing why this particular The Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) /
Foreign Agents) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents). It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) in e-book can be your option.

Timothy King:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents), you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a publication.

Jack Young:

The Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Ordinary Man of Cinema (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Roman Leonard:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Ordinary Man of Cinema
(Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot



of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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