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In 1971, while U.S. ground forces were prohibited from crossing the Laotian border, a South Vietnamese
Army corps, with U.S. air support, launched the largest airmobile operation in the history of warfare, Lam
Son 719. The objective: to sever the North Vietnamese Army’s main logistical artery, the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
at its hub, Tchepone in Laos, an operation that, according to General Creighton Abrams, could have been the
decisive battle of the war, hastening the withdrawal of U.S. forces and ensuring the survival of South
Vietnam. The outcome: defeat of the South Vietnamese Army and heavy losses of U.S. helicopters and
aircrews, but a successful preemptive strike that met President Nixon’s near-term political objectives.

Author Robert Sander, a helicopter pilot in Lam Son 719, explores why an operation of such importance
failed. Drawing on archives and interviews, and firsthand testimony and reports, Sander chronicles not only
the planning and execution of the operation but also the maneuvers of the bastions of political and military
power during the ten-year effort to end Communist infiltration of South Vietnam leading up to Lam Son 719.
The result is a picture from disparate perspectives: the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations; the
South Vietnamese government led by President Nguyen Van Thieu; and senior U.S. military commanders
and army aviators.

Sander’s conclusion is at once powerful and persuasively clear. Lam Son 719 was doomed in both the
planning and execution—a casualty of domestic and international politics, flawed assumptions, incompetent
execution, and the resolve of the North Vietnamese Army. A powerful work of military and political history,
this book offers eloquent testimony that “failure, like success, cannot be measured in absolute terms.”
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From reader reviews:

Latasha Sutterfield:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Diane Gonzales:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam
Son 719 book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Stephen Rael:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Invasion of Laos,
1971: Lam Son 719 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Robert Higby:

This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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