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A case study of two brothers, Julius and Wilhelm Wagner, who immigrated to the United States from Baden,
Germany. Julius immigrated as part of an early communist group, the “Darmstädters” or “Forty,” who
established the utopian settlement of Bettina in 1847. His anti-slavery beliefs forced Julius to Mexico during
the Civil War, but he returned to Texas after the war. His older brother Wilhelm fled Germany in 1851 as a
result of his liberal political beliefs and settled in Texas. He founded a German-language newspaper when he
moved to Freeport, Illinois.

Using a newly discovered cache of Wagner family letters, Reichstein examines the lives of the brothers as
they sought to make better futures for themselves on the new frontier. More than a narrow family history,
however, German Pioneers on the American Frontier uses the individual cases of Julius and Wilhelm
Wagner to examine the broader historiographical debate about assimilation and acculturation. The question it
raises is whether the United States is a collection of separate immigrant cultures or whether those cultures
become assimilated in the famous “melting pot.” Reichstein’s conclusion, based on the experiences of the
Wagner brothers and their descendants, is that immigrants identify themselves as American through a variety
of processes that are a combination of assimilation and acculturation.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Spiegel:

This German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The
Wagners in Texas and Illinois without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners
in Texas and Illinois can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This German Pioneers on the American
Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Bess Cook:

This book untitled German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Lois Bottoms:

The book untitled German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and Illinois contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice learn.

Gloria White:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and
Illinois. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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