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The Bridge of Dreams is a brilliant reading of The Tale of Genji that succeeds both as a sophisticated work of
literary criticism and as an introduction this world masterpiece. Taking account of current literary theory and
a long tradition of Japanese commentary, the author guides both the general reader and the specialist to a
new appreciation of the structure and poetics of this complex and often seemingly baffling work.

The Tale of Genji, written in the early eleventh century by a court lady, Murasaki Shikibu, is Japan's most
outstanding work of prose fiction. Though bearing a striking resemblance to the modern psychological novel,
the Genji was not conceived and written as a single work and then published and distributed to a mass
audience as novels are today. Instead, it was issued in limited installments, sequence by sequence, to an
extremely circumscribed, aristocratic audience. This study discusses the growth and evolution of the Genji
and the manner in which recurrent concerns—political, social, and religious—are developed, subverted, and
otherwise transformed as the work evolves from one stage to another.

Throughout, the author analyzes the Genji in the context of those literary works and conventions that
Murasaki explicitly or implicitly presupposed her contemporary audience to know, and reveals how the
Genji works both within and against the larger literary and sociopolitical tradition.

The book contains a color frontispiece by a seventeenth-century artist and eight pages of black-and-white
illustrations from a twelfth-century scroll. Two appendixes present an analysis of biographical and textual
problems and a detailed index of principal characters.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

This The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The Tale of Genji’ are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The Tale
of Genji’ can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The Tale of Genji’ forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Robicheaux:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The Tale of Genji’.

Thelma Olivares:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The
Tale of Genji’ is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Helen Albertson:

Beside this The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The Tale of Genji’ in your phone, it can give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of ‘The Tale of Genji’ because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from right now!
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