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Like fluttering shards of stained glass, butterflies possess a unique power to pierce and stir the human soul.
Indeed, the ancient Greeks explicitly equated the two in a single word, psyche, so that from early times
butterflies were not only a form of life, but also an idea. Profound and deeply personal, written with both
wisdom and wit, Peter Marren’s Rainbow Dust explores this idea of butterflies—the why behind the
mysterious power of these insects we do not flee, but rather chase.

At the age of five, Marren had his “Nabokov Moment,” catching his first butterfly and feeling the dust of its
colored scales between his fingers. It was a moment that would launch a lifetime’s fascination rivaling that
of the famed novelist—a fascination that put both in good company. From the butterfly collecting and
rearing craze that consumed North America and Europe for more than two hundred years (a hobby that in
some cases bordered on madness), to the potent allure of butterfly iconography in contemporary
advertisements and their use in spearheading calls to conserve and restore habitats (even though butterflies
are essentially economically worthless), Marren unveils the many ways in which butterflies inspire us as
objects of beauty and as symbols both transient and transcendent.

Floating around the globe and through the whole gamut of human thought, from art and literature to religion
and science, Rainbow Dust is a cultural history rather than merely a natural one, a tribute to butterflies’
power to surprise, entertain, and obsess us. With a sway that far surpasses their fragile anatomy and gentle
beat, butterfly wings draw us into the prismatic wonders of the natural world—and, in the words of Marren,
these wonders take flight.
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From reader reviews:

Irvin Ehlers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Rainbow Dust: Three Centuries of Butterfly Delight. Try to
stumble through book Rainbow Dust: Three Centuries of Butterfly Delight as your buddy. It means that it
can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Elizabeth Smith:

With other case, little persons like to read book Rainbow Dust: Three Centuries of Butterfly Delight. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Rainbow Dust: Three Centuries of Butterfly Delight. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Josephine Draughn:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books
but if you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the
Rainbow Dust: Three Centuries of Butterfly Delight is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Todd Lyons:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time,
we will say absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Rainbow Dust: Three Centuries of Butterfly Delight.
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