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"Though an old man," Thomas Jefferson wrote at Monticello, "I am but a young gardener."

In Gardening in Eden, we enter Arthur T. Vanderbilt's small enchanted world of the garden, where the old
wooden trestle tables of a roadside nursery are covered in crazy quilts of spring color, in pansies with
crayon-yellow noses and eyes and mouths painted on as if with water colors and india ink; where a catbird
comes to eat raisins from one's hand, and a chipmunk demands a daily ration of salted cocktail nuts; where
ferns, like cats, leisurely, luxuriously stretch out in the warm spring sun and tulips, luscious as lollipops,
dance in one's winter dreams.

Vanderbilt has gardened for over twenty years at his home in northern New Jersey, and in this familiar,
small-scale suburban setting he finds the extraordinary and teaches us about the delights, joys, and
occasional disappointments of gardening.

In this celebration of life, we journey with the author through the four seasons of the gardening year. We feel
the oppressiveness of endless winter days, the magic of an old-fashioned snow day, the heady, healing
qualities of wandering through a greenhouse on a frozen February afternoon, the restlessness of a gardener
waiting for spring.

We hear the spring peepers down in the swamps around Surprise Lake and play hooky to go to the nursery
on a day when a warm breeze is pushing the clouds across the sky.

We experience firsthand the front lines of battle against the enemy gangs gathered at the garden's borders,
the winged and stealthy destroyers of plants and flowers. We hear the field crickets and katydids prophesy of
summer's end and watch marmalade leaves drift to earth and, later, the skeletal branches of bare trees claw at
the twilight sky like the bony arms and grasping fingers of a witch. Together, we share in seasons of trial and
error, of creating and maintaining a garden, of great plans laid and gone awry, of crushing defeats and tiny
victories and unexpected insights into nature.

With a sense of wonder and humor on each page, Arthur Vanderbilt takes us along with him to discover that
for those who wait, watch, and labor in the garden, it's all happening right outside our windows.

This is that rare book on gardening that will carry the gardener through the long winter months and help him
or her plan for what to do when the snow melts and the gardening seasons begin again.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and Tending a
Garden. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
a new book Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and Tending a Garden. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Theodore Pritchard:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and Tending a
Garden ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and Tending a
Garden is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all
the book Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and Tending a Garden. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Peter Holmes:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and
Tending a Garden is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

David Thompson:

This book untitled Gardening in Eden: The Joys of Planning and Tending a Garden to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your
list.
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