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Each summer six math whizzes selected from nearly a half-million American teens compete against the
world’s best problem solvers at the International Mathematical Olympiad. Steve Olson followed the six 2001
contestants from the intense tryouts to the Olympiad’s nail-biting final rounds to discover not only what
drives these extraordinary kids but what makes them both unique and typical. In the process he provides
fascinating insights into the science of intelligence and learning and, finally, the nature of genius.
Brilliant, but defying all the math-nerd stereotypes, these teens want to excel in whatever piques their
curiosity, and they are curious about almost everything — music, games, politics, sports, literature. One team
member is ardent about both water polo and creative writing. Another plays four musical instruments. For
fun and entertainment during breaks, the Olympians invent games of mind-boggling difficulty. Though
driven by the glory of winning this ultimate math contest, they are in many ways not so different from other
teenagers, finding pure joy in indulging their personal passions. Beyond the the Olympiad, Olson sheds light
on many questions, from why Americans feel so queasy about math, to why so few girls compete in the
subject, to whether or not talent is innate. Inside the cavernous gym where the competition takes place,
Count Down uncovers a fascinating subculture and its engaging, driven inhabitants.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Smith:

The book Count Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Count Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Count Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's Toughest
Math Competition has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jean Gadson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Count Down: Six Kids Vie for Glory at the World's
Toughest Math Competition can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

David Waymire:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Count Down: Six Kids Vie for
Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Norma Baumgarten:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Count Down: Six Kids Vie
for Glory at the World's Toughest Math Competition which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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