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Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential architecture firms in
the world. SOM has long been known for innovation, experimentation, design excellence, and technical
mastery, for an abiding interest in the contributions that buildings can make to the life of cities, and for a
collaborative approach that extends to all aspects of the design and construction processes. This volume,
which presents work from the 1950’s and early 1960’s, reproduces a monograph first published in 1962.

In an age dominated by a few great architect-designers noted for their intensely personal art, the firm of
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill for twenty-five years has been a unique force in the building of the modern
city. This book is the first study of SOM’s unified but far-flung operations, of the architecture created by its
remarkable complex of designers and engineers working in all corners of the world. Containing photographs,
site and building plans, elevation drawings, and accompanying explanatory text, it shows clearly the
integrated and pioneering work of a great American firm.

From Lever House to the Chase Manhattan Bank, from Oak Ridge to the Inland Steel Headquarters, from a
school for the deaf to a rare-book library at Yale, SOM has achieved a high perfection in standards of
structural design, continually refined excellence of finish, and vitality and elegance of experimentation. But
it has done more than that. Eschewing convenient routine solutions, SOM has demonstrated that a large
organization need not be uniform, conservative, or schematized. In every aspect of the building process, in
every detail of design and execution, it has shown imaginative and experimental brilliance. The curtain walls
of Lever House, the exposed reinforced concrete ribs of other skyscrapers, the spatial organization and
lighting in their offices, the steel tetrahedrons of the Air Force Academy Chapel: these technological
innovations have virtually opened up a new esthetic and technique of modern architectural design.

SOM architects are not, however, only interested in the individual building. Persuading its clients of
responsibilities beyond the mere maintenance of structures they will occupy and use, SOM is itself dedicated
to solving the major architectural problem of our day: the re-creation of old, and creation of new, cities –
well planned, imaginative, and of innate and lasting distinction. The substance of this book illuminates the
manner in which Skidmore, Owings & Merrill has achieved that goal.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

The book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950-1962 make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950-1962 to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill, 1950-1962. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Janet Smith:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950-1962 your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill,
1950-1962 giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Mary Ruch:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill, 1950-1962 publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation SOM:
Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950-1962 as good book but not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Hayden Wright:

This SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950-1962 is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this SOM:
Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1950-1962 can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form



that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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