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Setting in motion events that would ultimately bring his nation to military and fiscal ruin-and his dynasty to a
bloody end-Louis XIV also established France as the preeminent and, to this day, unchallenged seat of high
culture in Europe. As a leader he simultaneously squandered a dominion's political capital and established a
nation's spiritual hegemony. As a man he married brilliance and arrogance, shrewdness and excess.

Ian Dunlop explores the Sun King's many facets in this remarkable new biography. Understanding Louis in
the context of his era, one of great strides for French artists, litterateurs, and architects, Dunlop presents the
king as an inspirer, an enabler, and a patron of his country's best and brightest minds. But even as his armies
of laborers built the magnificent palace at Versailles, Louis' warmongering brought the greatest power in
Europe-his own-to repeated and humiliating defeats at the hands of more calculating foes. Ironically, Louis'
mixed legacy developed a culture that would become the envy of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Robins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Louis XIV? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Dale Fain:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Louis XIV will make you to become
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Lisa Bentley:

This book untitled Louis XIV to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this reserve from your list.

Marlyn Melia:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Louis XIV that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Louis XIV become your starter.
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