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"Nicholson's grasp of gnosticism, occultism, madness, and the literature of evil is eloquent and fascinating."-
-Jacobo Sefamí, University of California, Irvine

"Cogently argued and well documented."--Jill S. Kuhnheim, University of Kansas

Melanie Nicholson brings to light three of Argentina's most respected twentieth-century poets within a
literary and cultural tradition that traces its roots to German Romanticism. She examines each poet's work
under the broadly defined rubric of literary esotericism—the rhetorics of the occult (Olga Orozco), of evil
(Alejandra Pizarnik), and of madness (Jacobo Fijman). In doing so, she connects these authors to the
European esoteric tradition while illuminating how this tradition is reformulated in a twentieth-century
Spanish American context. Nicholson argues that while these poets draw heavily on certain principles of
literary esotericism, their work also reveals the contradictions inherent in such an approach for twentieth-
century poetry.

Although several studies published in recent years point to the esoteric tradition in European literature as a
subject of ongoing critical interest, the role of esoteric thought in Latin American literature has yet to be fully
developed. Nicholson contributes to the contemporary discourse on the legacy of the avant-garde in Spanish-
speaking countries. She traces esotericism from a historical perspective, emphasizing the Modern period,
from German Romanticism to French Symbolism and Surrealism in particular. Each chapter focuses on
various forms of the esoteric: Gnosticism and hermeticism; alchemy, divination and magic; madness and
mysticism; and the literature of evil.

Recent scholarship on these poets in particular has also neglected esotericism as a fundamental aspect of
their vision and aesthetic attitudes. Building upon the work of such critical thinkers as Paz, Bataille,
Foucault, and Felman, Nicholson argues that they maintain an ironic and critical stance with regard to the
very precepts that inform their work. The tension created by their strong belief in the magical power of
language and the acknowledgment that the logos ultimately fails to change the world is emblematic of their
modern re-imagining of esotericism.

As an extensive treatment of the esoteric tradition in its broader relation to Spanish poetry, Nicholson's study
will be relevant to scholars of Latin American literature, comparative literature, and poetry. It will also
appeal to those interested in literary manifestations of the esoteric and the legacy of the European literary
avant-garde.

Melanie Nicholson is associate professor of Spanish at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Ken Martin:

The actual book Evil, Madness, and the Occult in Argentine Poetry will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Evil, Madness, and the Occult
in Argentine Poetry is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Why? Because this Evil, Madness, and the Occult in Argentine Poetry is an unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

James Bouchard:

Beside this Evil, Madness, and the Occult in Argentine Poetry in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Evil, Madness, and the Occult in Argentine Poetry because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read
it from now!

Phillip Elliott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Evil, Madness, and the
Occult in Argentine Poetry.
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